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1. Before the end of the war, the Free Thai underground in northeaster 
Siam wes under the command of Nai Tiang Sirikhan, a former pro- 
fessor at the Acagemy of Moral and Political Sciences in Bangkok; 
he is a native of Sakol Nakorn. Working with Nei Tieng were a 
number of French Laos, the most important of whom was Tao Gon. 
fao Oon had spent some time in the Glemese army and wag sent to 
northeastern Glam by Marshal Pibul Songgram, then Premier of Siam. 
After the fall of the Pibul regime, Tao Oon was recruited by Nai 
Tiang for work with the underground, Among the Free Thai in the 
northeast were many police officials of the Siamese government. 

& very strong bond of sympathy and friendship developed among the. 
various participants, 


2, At the end of the war the Free Thai movement was more or less 
disbanded ang the French Laos went back to their country, but the 
bond cf sympathy remained, 


3, The Free Lao Government was established before the return of the 
French; Tao Oon became one of the cabinet members, The French 
began the re-cccupation of Laos with a great display of force. 
4t this time Prinee Souphanavong, a brother-in-law of King Sisavong. 
vong, returned to Laos from A4nnam with his Annamite wife, to take 
command of the Free Lac troops. Tao Oon alse became one of the 
Free Lao military leaders. During the campaign in Laos, the Free 
Lao troops were forced to take refuge in Slam many times, Here 
they received help and supplies from their old friends, the Thais. 
After the fall of Vientiane to the French, the Free Lao cabinet and 
troops took refuge en masse in Siem. 


4, he large Annamite population of the Lao provinces had fought i 
with the Laos against the French, even after the Franco-Viet Naw 
agreement.of 7 May. Consequently, the Annamitesevacuated en 
magse as weil, 


5, From thet time on, a series of raids took place back and forth 
niong the Mekong between the French and Free Laos. The principal 
raids were those of Hin Boon and Tha Bo which oceurred in May and 

\ early June 1946 respectively. 25X1A9a i 
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a number of the free Lao cabinet members came to Bangkek, includin; 
Chao Fetsarath, the Leo Elder Stetesmen and brother-in-law of 
King Sisavongvong; Chao Souvana Fhomna, a younger brother of Chao 
Petsarath; Phya em Meo, Premier; Tao Con, Foreign Minister. Cthe: 
importent personages remained in Siamese border toyns along the 
Mekong. , 


During this period vai Tiang kept in close contact with his Free 
Leo friends. He acted as a link between them and the Siamese 
Government, or rather, with his close friend Nai “ridi Bhanomyone. 
Kai Tiang hes held cabinet posts in various governments since the 
end of the war, It was he who wes responsible for organizing the 
“ork of aid to the Lao and annamite refugees. le “as also charged 
with the eere and control of the Lao princes and cabinet members. 


krinee Petsarath and Prince Souphanavong have maintained a “lofty". 
condescanding attitude toward many Siamese, in marked contrast to 


Phya Kam Nao and Tao Oon, who are very cooperative and show 
apprecietion for Siamese aid. 
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